
Welcome to first grade! I’m so happy you are here and that you get to be a part of our classroom. Below is 
some helpful information about student expectations and classroom policies. Please let me know if you have 
any questions or concerns. 

We have 5 rules in our classroom.
1. Follow directions quickly.
2. Raise your hand for permission to speak.
3. Raise your hand for permission to leave your seat.
4. Make smart choices.
5. Keep your dear teacher happy.

We are a PBIS school and I utilize a lot of postive reinforcement of good behavior as well utilizing logical 
consequences and reflection time on choices. Students are rewarded for good behavior with the use of Brag 
Tags. Each student has a necklace and are given tags for outstanding behavior. Students are also encouraged 
to set behavioral and/or academic goals for themselves, with support from me. As they work on their goals, 
they move up a Super Improver Wall and earn small prizes as they complete levels.

I believe that students should be given opportunities to reflect on their choices and chances to make better 
choices. If a student is having trouble following our classroom rules, I will write their name next to the rule 
they are struggling with and we will meet privately at recess time and discuss what I have been seeing and 
what a better choice might look like. I inform the student that if they are able to make a better choice 
consistenly through the remainder of the day, I will erase their name. If students continue to struggle and a 
behavioral pattern begins to develop, I will be sure to let parents know through our weekly progress reports 
that are sent home on Mondays. 

Students have many opportunities througout the day to use the bathrooms, such as during recess, lunch and 
on our way to specials. Students also will receive 5 bathroom passes on Monday and they are welcome to use 
them during the week for emergencies. If your child requires more flexibility in this area, please contact me. 
On Friday, students receive a bead to add onto their Brag Tag necklace if they have any passes left.



With our new extended early out Wednesdays, I have decided to impliment the Remind tool to help keep 
parents in the loop with what is going on at school. There is no need to download an app or sign up for 
anything. Simply let me know your preference of either receiving email reminders or text message reminders 
and I will sign you up manually.

Every student will receive a plastic green folder with organizational labels and helpful information. These 
Take-Home folders will hold my contact information, homework help stickers, weekly homework and flashcards. 
These folders are due on Friday and will be returned to you on Monday with handouts and student work. If 
anything happens to your folder, please let me know right away so I can get a replacement for you.

Newsletters will be sent home the first Monday of the month. They will also be posted digitally on our class 
website. I also have a digital calendar where I post dates for important events, meetings and new updates 
which is also found on the class website. Visit my page at: https://bit.ly/2Mjbbol

Every Monday, students will receive a homework packet with reading, spelling and math facts. On the 
homework tracker, please indicate how much time was spent practicing each skill and turn it in on Friday. 
Students are encouraged to read 50 minutes a week. Homework will begin to change as needs and 
opportunties become apparent for each student and I will make those resources available to you in the 
packet. 

Homework is absolutely optional; however, highly encouraged. Students will not be punished for incomplete or 
missing homework. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.

https://bit.ly/2Mjbbol


Parents are welcome to bring but are not required to bring in treats for students with birthdays. Since we 
have our specials at the end of the day, our time for parties is from 12:50-1:05 except for Wednesdays. On 
Wednesday, you may bring treats in at 11:55-12:05. If you do choose to bring in treats, please be sure:
● To let me know one day in advance.
● Bring the same treat for everyone, we have 23 students.
● If you bring messy foods, please provide napkins or wipes.
● Healthy snacks are encouraged; like, fruit snacks, string cheese, gold fish crackers, teddy grahams, etc.

Please let me know ahead of time if you prefer for your child not to participate in birthday festivities.

In first grade we celebrate 4 main parties throughout the year:
● Halloween Party
● Thanksgiving Party
● Christmas Party
● Valentine’s Day

We also do smaller classroom celebrations like:
● 100th Day of School
● Earth Day
● Earned rewards like Movie Day or Snowman Day

Please let me know ahead of time if you prefer for your child not to participate in holiday parties or reward 
festivities.

I send home Scholastic Book orders for parents to purchase reading material for their child. If you prefer to 
order online, our class code is MY842 and follow this link: scholastic.com/bookclubs

We collect boxtops in our classroom. Every month I send home a collector for you and your family to 
participate. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.

http://scholastic.com/bookclubs

